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November 

1
st
 - 2

nd
 - Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

8
th

 - 9
th

 - NLSA Visit (see article) 

13
th

 - Band and Choir Concert  

         @ 6:30 pm 

21
st
 - 23

rd
 - Thanksgiving Break 

30
th

 - Dec. 2
nd

 - Hope Shawnee, KS  

                         Basketball 

Tournament 

December   

1
st
 - 25

th
 KCRG TV 9 airs Trinity’s                 

        Christmas Greeting 

Commercial 

18
th

 - Preschool-3
rd

 grade Christmas  

         Program 1:00 pm and 6:30 pm 

      - PTL Cookie Walk  

        12:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

24
th

 - Jan 2
nd

  Christmas Break 

January  

18
th

 -20
th

 - Mid-Winter Basketball  

                 Tournament 

February 

19
th

 – Band/Choir Concert 6:30 pm 

 

 

Mark Mueller is our Lead 

Administrator this year. He is 

leading the staff, using the book of 

Nehemiah as their guide…working 

side by side each doing their part to 

build the walls around (Jerusalem) 

Trinity. 

 

You are a valuable resource to 

Trinity Lutheran School. As an 

alumni or friend of the school we 

have tried to keep you informed over 

the last few years of all the great 

things happening at TLS. In this 

issue of the Alumni Connection 

there is an article that includes 

alumni responses to some important 

questions. When we ask these 

questions we are truly interested in 

how Trinity has done in the past and 

how we can improve in the future.   

It’s your turn to answer some very 

important questions. We are 

interested in what you have to say 

about the school. You have many 

memories tied to Trinity School and 

we value your input about Trinity. 

We plan to take your thoughts and 

use them to improve upon what we 

are doing, and as encouragement to 

keep striving to be the best school, 

academically and spiritually, for 

more many years. Who knows, 

maybe we will guide and educate 

your children or your children’s 

children someday. We would feel 

honored to have that opportunity.  

Please take a few moments to 

answer the following questions and 

email your responses to 

andrlev@trinitycr.com or mail a 

hard copy to Trinity Lutheran 

School. Thank you.   

1. What did Trinity Lutheran 

School do for you 

academically? 

2. What did Trinity Lutheran 

School do for your faith life? 

3. How would you describe your 

years at Trinity Lutheran 

School? 

4. Share your fondest memory of 

being a student at Trinity 

Lutheran School? 

 

 

 

Donna Quick has joined the Trinity 

family as our 4
th

 grade teacher. She 

moved to Cedar Rapids this past 

summer from Kansas. She taught for 

30 years at Holy Cross Lutheran 

School in Wichita, Kansas. In her 30 

years of service, she has received 

many professional awards including 

Kansas Educator of the Year-Private 

Parochial in 2006. She has been a 

blessing to our school, bringing new 

ideas, energy and plenty of 

experience to Trinity. God has 

blessed us with Mrs. Quick 

mailto:andrlev@trinitycr.com
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Do matching funds really work? 

YES! Trinity is fortunate to have 

faithful supporters who contribute 

dollars to help close the gap in our 

budget between tuition payments 

and what it actually costs to educate 

our students.  In 2006-2007 we 

raised nearly $210,000.00 and much 

of those dollars came from matching 

funds. Hit our website, 

www.trinitycr.org, and check out 

how your contribution can be 

matched. Click on ñHow to Helpò 

 

 
Our new Science Lab was made 

possible by matching funds. 

 

 
Last Spring’s Online Auction made 

a computer lab update possible. 

This year’s online auction will be 

coming in February…watch the 

school’s website for details. 

 

Below are a few questions we posed 

to some of our alumni. The alumni 

who responded span a 30 year age 

gap. However, it is interesting to see 

how the quality, mission and focus 

of Trinity Lutheran School has not 

changes much over the years. This is 

one instance when one is thankful 

for the lack of change. Trinity 

School has remained constant in its 

offering of a quality, Christian and 

academic, education.  Enjoy reading 

your fellow alumni’s responses: 

1. What did Trinity do well when 

you were a student? 

A long time ago... when I was a 

student at Trinity...  Honestly, 

Trinity did many things well.  The 

absolute number one thing Trinity 

did well was to provide an 

environment in which my faith was 

developed along side my 

intellect.  For me, it was (and still is) 

essential to use faith and the wonder 

of the power of God, as the lens by 

which to view the mysteries of 

nature and creation.  In my opinion, 

we cannot for a moment hope to 

understand the complexities of the 

world around us until we 

acknowledge that we are such a 

small, insignificant part of the whole 

scheme, especially next to 

God.  Trinity helped me to 

understand this perspective.  

High academics, building strong 

relationships with classmates, 

teachers, and Christ. 

They provided me with a very 

strong academic foundation. 

2. Do you have fond memories of 

attending Trinity?  What are 

they? 

I have many fond memories from 

Trinity, far too many to list here in 

fact. Many of the great memories 

come from Trinity's world class 

athletic department. Whether it was 

competing in a flag football game, 

district soccer tournament, a 

baseball double-header, or 

competing at the National Lutheran 

Basketball Tournament in 

Valparaiso, IN (where I would later 

attend college), there was never a 

shortage of quality athletic 

competition. In addition to athletics, 

I was able to participate in three full 

theatre productions, a nationally 

recognized science program known 

as "Rockets for schools", and most 

importantly I was able to make life 

long friendships (three of which are 

still my best friends today and one 

who was my "best man" at my 

wedding).  

8
th
 grade class trip, Mid-Winter 

Tournament, outdoor education, 

Lake McBride field trips, soccer 

tournaments in the snow. 

My fondest memory of Trinity was 

my eighth grade year.  We had a 

very close knit class. 

3. How did Trinity help prepare 

you for life? 

Like any quality educational 

institution, I think the environment 

outside the classroom is just as, or 

sometimes more important than, the 

actual classroom in terms of long-

term life lessons. Don't get me 

wrong, Trinity did a fabulous job in 

the classroom. One simply has to 

look at yearly test scores and it 

becomes very clear that Trinity is 

serious about education. However, 

what prepared me for life was the 

combination of great academics, a 

wide variety of extra-curricular 

activities, all fused together with an 

environment of faith. What makes 

Trinity so special and effective is its 

ability to empower students not only 

with all the skills they need to 

succeed, but also with the 

perspective they need to view the 

world and work successfully in it.   

I learned the importance of 

working hard and being responsible 

for my own actions. I was prepared 

spiritually to move on to high school 

and ñstick with my faithò. 

Because of the influence of my 

teachers, I grew in my relationship 

with Jesus Christ. In the end, being 

saved is all that matters, so really, 

attending Trinity has helped prepare 

me for eternal life.  

4. As an Alumni of Trinity, why 

did you choose to send your 

child(ren) to Trinity?  

It really is the best school in town. 

It is very strong academically and 

offers a balanced education. It has 

provided my children the chance try 

a lot of different things, e.g., the 

various sports, band, and the 

musicals. The school climate is very 

positive. Trinity has very good 

teachers. 

http://www.trinitycr.org/
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5. As a parent, what currently 

impresses you about the school? 

Recently, it seems that the school 

has become more forward thinking 

and is trying to get out of status 

quo mode. 

 

 

Parents, friends, peers and others 

were treated to a stellar performance 

by our school’s 3 bands and 2 

choirs. Leslie Drees, Music teacher 

and band director, was heard saying, 

“They all worked very hard and it 

was a great concert. I am so proud of 

them!” The 4
th

 grade band showed 

off how in just a few short months 

they have not only learned to play 

their instruments, but make beautiful 

music together. The 5
th

 grade 

musicians delighted us with a Brass 

Quintet and a Woodwind Trio. Both 

ensembles did an excellent job of 

bringing their individual parts 

together to make lovely music.  

Parents were seen beaming with 

pride! The middle school band (6
th

-

8
th

 grade) was one of the largest 

bands Trinity has had the pleasure of 

listening to in years. The sound was 

magnificent! 

 

Once the bands finished we were 

treated to some compelling and 

inspiring choir music performed by 

our 3
rd

-5
th

 grade choir and our 6
th

-8
th

 

grade choir. Dr. Susan Benya, 

Choral Director, has a contagious 

enthusiasm for the music and the 

students in the choirs really respond, 

and it shows in their fantastic 

performances.  

Make a note of the February 18
th

 

Band and Choir concert at 6:30 pm. 

It is an event you will not want to 

miss! 

 

 

The students at Trinity had the 

opportunity to wish the Cedar 

Rapids viewing area a Merry 

Christmas. KCRG TV 9 offered 

local churches and Christian schools 

the chance to share a message about 

the true meaning of Christmas. Our 

on air spokesperson, Mark Mueller, 

wished the community a Christ 

centered holiday season and the 

students also had a chance to say 

send their wishes during a filming 

session in the school’s gymnasium. 

The Christmas greetings commercial 

will air starting December 1
st
 and 

run through the 25
th

. If you live in 

the area please tune in to TV 9 and 

catch our commercial.  

The students, faculty and staff pray 

you all have a Merry Christmas.  

May you find time this season to 

rejoice in our Savior’s birth. 

 

In November our school hosted a 

team of education experts. The 

National Lutheran School’s 

Accreditation team was here to 

evaluate how our school is 

performing in all areas (curriculum, 

climate, facilities, finances, vision 

plan and church association). They 

spent two days meeting with several 

people and walking around our 

facility. Trinity School has been 

blessed to receive this high 

accreditation award in previous 

years, and this round will put our 

school near the top of all 

accreditated Lutheran Schools. The 

NLSA team will notify our school 

leaders in the Spring. We will keep 

you posted on our status, but be 

assured the team expressed several 

times how impressed they were by 

what they saw and heard while 

visiting Trinity. God is blessing us! 

 

With the installation of the new 

science lab, what is everyone 

saying? 

Students are impressed: 

“It is great to have all this space to 

spread out and do our experiments.” 

ñThe microscope hooked up to the 

big screen is so cool when we look 

at bugs!ò 

  

Middle school science teacher, Kris 

Koehn Boyles says: 

ñI have enjoyed having the space to 

conduct hands-on work.  I am also 

thrilled to have the use of technology 

in this room, as we look at many 

interactive science websites.  Our 

textbooks actually lead us to the 

sites and the students are really 

picking up on more science concepts 

because of this visual aid." 

 

 

From all of us at 

Trinity Lutheran 

School, ñMerry 

Christmas! May we 

remember how blessed we are!ò 
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School Staff: 

Mark Mueller Lead Administrator 

Vonnie Andrle Secretary 

Jim Freese Maintenance Engr. 

Ellie Wenndt Transportation Dir. 

Kirsten Swain Extended Care Dir. 

Teri Hirschfeld Cafeteria Manager 

Jodi Jonasson Development Dir. 

Faculty: 

Tracie Payne Preschool 

Mary Becker Kindergarten 

Lois Nord First 

Joan Tietz Second 

Karen Kroemer Third/Resource 

Donna Quick Fourth 

Josie Hester Fifth 

Kelly Fischer Sixth 

Kris Boyles Seventh 

Mark Mueller Eighth 

Judy Schroeder Life Skills/Art/Lit. 

Leslie Drees Band/Music 

Susan Benya Choir/Math/Writing 

 

Library Committee 

Florence VonKampen 

Diane Wolf 

Laura Holt  

Brook Adkins 

 

PTL Officers: 

Stacie Eastman Co-President 

Connie Powell Co-President 

Lisa Osborn Treasurer 

Deb Williams Secretary 

Board of Christian Schools: 

Chuck Wilson Chair 

Carl Barshinger 

Connie Cannady 

Stacie Eastman 

Andy Freymark 

Rhonda Martin 

Dana Oxley 

Connie Rutz 

Mindy Staab 

Bob Tiedtke 

 

Church Staff: 

Jonathan Offt Senior Pastor 

Carol Goldfish Deaconess 

Pat Ehler Business Director 

Vicki Oakley Secretary 

 

 


