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November  

6- Science Lab Information 
    Night @ 5:30pm 
9- School Science Fair @ 6pm 
14- Choir Concert @ 6:30pm 
14-18- School Book Fair 

 
December   

1-3- Basketball Tournament  
       @ Hope, Shawnee, KS 
9- PK-3rd grade Christmas 
    Musical @ 6:30pm 

 
January   

12-14- Mid-Winter Basketball 
           Tournament @ TLS 

 
February  

13- Choir Concert @ 6:30pm 
 
March   

4-9- National Lutheran 
       School’s Week 

 
April  

20- Operetta @ 1:30pm &  
      6:30pm 

 
May   

12- PTL Plant Sale pick-up 
15- Band Concert @ 6:30 pm 
19- IDE Track Meet @ TLS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is admirable, whatever is 
honorable…think about these things.” 
Philippians 4:8 
 
Whatever…I used to say those words to 
my parents.. I am not sure that I always 
said them with the kindest thoughts in 
my head. “It is your turn to do the 
dishes.” Whatever. “Could you help 
with you sister?” Whatever. “Would 
you pick that up?” Whatever. It seemed 
like every time I was asked to do 
something, that was my response. And 
that was long before it became the 
popular phrase of the times. 
 
In Philippians, Paul asks us to use the 
word in a different way. When life is 
tough, when things do not go our way, 
when we do not get what we want, 
instead of complaining or launching an 
attack or making ugly remarks, we are 
to think on the things that are noble, 
pure, honorable, and true. Whatever! 
 
This new school year, we have many 
exciting things to think on. We are 
working to get a new science lab. We 
have a new community relations 
director and a development director 
who are working on several grants, 
publicity and other ways to get 
Trinity’s name out to the community. 
We were able to put up a billboard that 
has already drawn attention. For the 
first time ever, the Gazette published 
our ITBS scores in the paper comparing 

them to area schools. We were tops in 
many of the categories! This next year 
we will begin the next round of our 
National Lutheran School 
Accreditation. The school is working to 
go “high-tech.” We are plugging 
student data into a new reporting 
system called Center Point which will 
eventually allow parents and students 
to access grades, homework, and other 
information.  
 
We have had some visits from alumni 
since the last newsletter. The class of 
1961 visited when they got together for 
a class reunion. There was an alumni 
basketball event this summer and 
alumni returned to play and reconnect.  
 
We have a staff that is working hard as 
a new school year begins. Trinity is 
blessed with students and teachers, all 
working together to “Know Christ, to 
Make Christ Known.” 
 
Our God is faithful. In spite of some 
tough times, the school continues to 
grow as we share the good news with 
the children and families of Trinity. It 
is with great joy that we can respond to 
the Lord when He calls us…Whatever, 
Lord? Whatever! 
 
I pray all is well with you. As always, 
we look forward to hearing from you or 
seeing you when you stop in to say, 
“Hi!” 
 
In the service of the King? 
Whatever, Lord? Whatever! 
Ruth Lavrenz 
Principal 
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��� the Spring of 2006, the Trinity 
Lutheran School Board created two 
new part-time positions:  Development 
Director and Community Relations 
Director.  Following is a brief summary 
of these two jobs: 
  
Development Director, Jodi Jonasson 

·  Seek out and apply for grants 
and monies to benefit Trinity 
Lutheran School  

 
Jodi Jonasson accepts grant from  

Wal-Mart 
·  Spearhead the organization 

and financial planning for a 
new school science lab  

·  Create a "Jeans for Science" 
campaign to help raise money 
for science supplies  

·  Partner with Thrivent 
Financial in an effort to have 
all donations matched  

·  Continue compiling a database 
of all former Trinity graduates 
to foster better communication  

·  Publish bi-annual Alumni 
Connection newsletter for 
alums  

·  Organize and grow our Scrip 
sales program to expand our 
scrip budget  

·  Investigate planned giving 
programs through various 
congregations  

·  Make personal outreach calls 
to all Missouri Synod pastors  

·   Plan and organize alumni 
activities and events 

 
I know not the way God leads me, but 
well do I know my Guide.  

Martin Luther 
 

Community Relations Director,  
Nancy Owen 

·  Market and advertise the 
Trinity name throughout the 
community to share our unique 
mission  

·  Write and distribute media 
press releases for Trinity 
achievements  

·  Reach out to internal (current 
staff and students) and external 
(potential students) groups  

·  Personally recognize all 
known birthdays, anniversaries, 
surgeries, and other important 
events  

·  Log all volunteer hours to help 
with recognition and to supply 
needed data for grant 
applications  

·  Make personal outreach calls 
to all Missouri Synod Pastors  

·  Organize volunteer recognition 
events  

·  Write and publish a monthly 
Trinity Triumphs newsletter 
filled with good news and 
profiles  

·  Study and research successful 
retention and growth strategies  

·  Create volunteer database and 
encourage increased 
volunteerism at school 

Do good with what you have, or it will 
do you no good. 

William Penn 
 

 
Do you remember science lessons in 
grade school or junior high?  Was it 
hands-on or just reading about the 
experiments others had done?  Here at 
Trinity we offer hands-on science 
lessons in the classrooms.  However, 
micro-scopes sliding off desks or 
students lying on the floor conducting 
an experiment are not ideal for 
scientific research. 
 
A science lab for all our classes to use 
is under construction.  We have 
completed some of the needed 
plumbing into an existing classroom 
and hope to continue the construction 
in the next few months.  We have 

raised just over $ 9,600.00 towards this 
project and need an additional $20,400.  
Our students are raising funds buy 
purchasing Jeans for Science coupon 
booklets at $20 each.  These coupons 
(21 per book) allow the student to wear 
jeans for a day, excluding chapel days.  
Our current dress code does not allow 
jeans, so this fundraiser has been a 
success and the students have raised 
$2,000.00 towards science equipment. 
 
Are you interested in being apart  
of this exciting project?     
 
We are having a Science Lab Event on 
Monday, November 6 at 5:30pm at the 
school to share the plans and give a 
tour of the lab.  We are inviting all of 
you to attend this event.  It will be a 
great opportunity to be involved with a 
project that will enhance our 
curriculum and the school’s facility.  
Our vision is to draw more of the 
community to Trinity, and to fulfill our 
mission of making Christ known to 
others.  Having a well equipped science 
lab will boost our school’s ability to 
meet student’s educational needs.   
 
If you are unable to attend our evening 
event, but would like more information 
on this project, please indicate on the 
insert sheet and send back to the 
school.  Do you already know you want 
to make a donation towards the science 
lab?  Fill out the insert sheet and return 
it with your check made out to Trinity 
Lutheran School and put Science Lab 
in the memo of your check.  Thank 
you!  Please stop by some time and ask 
for a tour of the science lab.   
 
Confidence in the natural world is self-
reliance; in the spiritual world it is 
God-reliance. 

Oswald Chambers 
 

  
Trinity has been blessed, once again, 
with three new faculty members.  One 
of the greatest assests our school has to 
offer is our outstanding faculty, and 
these three new teachers are three more 
reasons Trinity is an outstanding 
school.   
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We are proud to introduce our newest 
faculty members: 
 

 
Miss Leslie Drees, 
Band/Music/Math 
instructor  
·  Graduated from 

Concordia, 
Seward, NE 

 
·  Loves to play sports, go hiking, 

spend time outdoors 
·  Loves music and plays several 

instruments 
·  Will help coach girl’s varsity 

basketball 
·  Wants to set the best Christian life 

example she can for the students at 
TLS 

 
Mrs. Deanna Acord, 
Fourth Grade  
·  Graduated from 

Concordia, St. 
Paul, MN.  

 
·  Has more than 20 years of teaching 

experience, most of them here at 
Trinity!  Welcome Back, Mrs. 
Acord! 

·  Enjoys time with her family, 3 sons 
and 12 grandchildren and 1 very 
supportive husband! 

·  Was the Fourth grade teacher of 
two of our current faculty 
members(Josie Henrichs Hester 
and Kris Koehn Boyles) and is 
excited to now be teaching with 
them. 

·  Loves teaching and can’t believe 
she is still doing it! 

 
Mrs. Kelly Fischer, 
Sixth Grade 
·  Graduated from 

University of 
Northern Iowa 

 
·  Has taught at Trinity in 4th grade 

and K-4th gym and 8th grade 
writing before taking a year off to 
have her second child.  Welcome 
back Mrs. Fischer! 

·  She helps coach 5/6th grade 
volleyball. 

·  She is busy with 2 little boys, Scott 
in PreK 4 at TLS and J.J. age 15 
months. 

·  Husband, Luke, works at Camp 
IO-DIS-E-CA and that’s how Mrs. 
Fischer found out about Trinity 
school the first time.   

·  She loves the close knit 
environment, the students, the staff 
and most of all being able to walk 
with the students as they grow in 
their knowledge of and love for 
Christ.   

 
Never forget that only dead fish swim 
with the stream. 

Malcolm Muggeridge 
 

 

Wondering about TLS? Want to know 
what’s going on at TLS? Why not visit 
the TLS website at www.trinitycr.org 
where you’ll find a variety of great 
information such as: 

·  Information about the school and 
curriculum 

·  On –line student application 
·  Photos of students’ activities 
·  Student artwork 
·  Teacher pages for their classrooms 
·  Sports and Fine Arts pages 
·  An Alumni page  
·  Coming soon…a virtual tour of the 

school! 
 
So, when surfing the net, check out 
what’s happening at TLS at 
www.trinitycr.org   
 
I do not want merely to possess faith; I 
want a faith that possesses me. 
 
Charles Kingsley�
 

 

They came from Arizona, Illinois, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and 
Iowa to get back on the court where 
they first learned the game.  
 

Fifty-one alumni ranging in age from a 
young and sturdy 14 years old to a not 
too decrepit 50 year old showed up on 
the Trinity hardwood the second 
Saturday in August to hoop it up at the 
First Annual Alumni Basketball 
Tournament. 
 
Some of the former Trojans showed 
that indeed they’ve still got game.  
Using a pool play format, each alumni 
hoopster had the opportunity to play in 
three games.  According to many 
reports, many alumni felt the effect of 
those contests well into the following 
week! 
 
Members of the winning team that went 
through the tourney unscathed with a 
sparkling 3-0 record included Laine 
Volden (1986), Tim Schroeder (1992), 
Aaron Sanders (1993), Justin Becker 
(1994), Drake Bouzek (2004), Aaron 
Elias (2004), Walter Loesch (2004), 
and Jordan Underwood (2004). 
 
Trinity’s athletic director and boys 
basketball coach, Mark Mueller (1970) 
remarked that it was “just terrific” to 
have so many of the guys who have 
been a part of Trinity’s fabled 
basketball program over the years in 
the gym at the same time. 
 
After expenses (refs), the tournament 
cleared $1450.50 that is designated for 
a new gymnasium that will hopefully 
be built before all the alumni who 
played in this tournament are old and 
decrepit.  The monies came from entry 
fees and some generous alumni gifts.   
 
Plan on the second Saturday in August 
of 2007 for the Second Annual Alumni 
Basketball Tournament.  And if some 
of the alumni get their wish, the 2007 
tournament may even tip-off with a 
ladies game!  
 
 
Catch on fire with enthusiasm and 
people will come for miles to watch you 
burn 
John Wesley 
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School Staff: 
Ruth Lavrenz Principal 
Vonnie Andrle Secretary 
Jim Freese Maintenance Engr. 
Ellie Wenndt Transportation Dir. 
Katrina Burke Extended Care Dir. 
Teri Hirschfeld Cafeteria Manager 
Nancy Owen Comm. Rel.. Dir. 
Jodi Jonasson Development Dir. 

Faculty: 
Tracie Payne Preschool 
Mary Becker Kindergarten 
Lois Nord First 
Joan Tietz Second 
Karen Kroemer Third 
Deanna Acord Fourth 
Josie Hester Fifth 
Kelly Fischer Sixth 
Kris Boyles Seventh 
Mark Mueller Eighth 
Judy Schroeder Life Skills/Art/Lit. 
Leslie Drees Band/Math 
 
Library Committee 
Florence VonKampen 
Diane Wolf 
Laura Holt  
Brook Adkins 
 
PTL Officers: 
Stacie Eastman Co-President 
Connie Powell Co-President 
Lisa Osborn Treasurer 
Deb Williams Secretary 

Board of Christian Schools: 
Chad VonKampen Chair 
Bob Kohtz 
Steve Loesch 
Diane Higgins 
Carl Barshinger 
Lea Hepworth 
Mark Holt 
Mike Steffans 
Andy Freymark 
 
 
 
 
Church Staff: 
Jonathan Offt Senior Pastor 
Parker Knoll Associate Pastor 
Carol Goldfish Deaconess 
Pat Ehler Business Director 
 
 
 

 


